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AMERICA

A Letter from the Editor

Dear Readers,

The Youth Workshop is a small collection of essays, articles, poems, and short stories
written by high school students of the Thousand Oaks Chinese School community. Each CCCA
Journal includes a section reserved for the youth to share their talents and abilities to express
their views of the world.

The theme for Spring 2008 is titled “Our Hearts in America” to express our personalities
and perspectives as Chinese students living in the United States. As many citizens in this country
are concentrating on choosing the right candidate for President, many of us are still trying to
adjust to life in America as an Asian American. Each of us is unique in our own distinctive way,
yet we are all united.

I would like to give a big “thank you” to all who submitted their essays to the youth
workshop. I appreciate your commitment even with school priorities and responsibilities on your
shoulders. Your wonderful effort is very much appreciated!

Sincerely,
Vivian Shih
Editor in Chief, Youth Workshop

Staff Writers:
Shirley W, Phillip Shao, Goldie Shih, Helen Shi,

Karen Tsai, Derek Wang, Yuyi 42 3K
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Perspective
By Shirley Wu

As Chinese Americans, we are one culture within another. We are two separate entities
forcibly united, the collision sometimes for the better and sometimes for the worse.

As such, we conflict. One culture tells us to respect our elders, yet the other ridicules the
idea, valuing the vibrancy of youth. One is deeply conscientious, almost strictly careful in its
planning of life; the other lives in the now, in the pop culture of instant gratification. So which
do we listen to?

More often than not, we choose the latter. After all, we live in this society of
adventurers, of thrill seekers, of Freud’s Thanatos — it is only natural that we should succumb to
the pressures of our surroundings. And so we brush away the other side of us, the Chinese side,
rejecting it as typically uncool.

But why can we not be proud of our other side? Why can we not stand up for that other
side, the oppressed and the restrained? We can, if we simply change our perspective.

From the Other Side

You scorn me for my conscience, my cowardice, my inability to act in the most
controversial of situations.

Well, I scorn you, for your misdirected bravery, for your so-called adventurousness, for
your inexplicable stupidity.

You say that I should come out of my bubble, that I should take a chance and feel the
beautiful in life.

Well, I say that you should come into my bubble, and see what’s beautiful in it.

Because what I think is beautiful is different from your beautiful; don’t exclude me
because my views are different from yours.

You say that the feeling of dancing in the rain is exhilarating.

I say that I would rather not catch pneumonia, the stupid bed-ridden. I say that the
rainbow after the rain is even more beautiful, and physically safe.

You say that the adrenaline rush while skydiving is amazing.

I say that’s preposterous, you might as well be charged with a rhino. I say that the view
from down here, of the sky and the bird chirping in the tree is just as beautiful.

Don’t scorn me, society, because my beautiful is different from yours.

Don’t hate me, society, because my views are different from yours.

Don’t push upon me your beliefs, because neither of ours are right.
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An Oriental Taste of the Melting Pot
By Goldie Shih

The United States is traditionally thought of as the country where freedom rings and
where people of all races, religions, and countries are blended together in a melting pot in which
they can seek new opportunities and a better way of life.

The earliest Asians to immigrate in large numbers to the United States were the Chinese.
At first, many Chinese led sufficient lives and had no reason to leave their homeland. However,
after the two opium wars and a huge rebellion, the Chinese still living in China were facing mass
poverty and destruction.

In some areas of Asia, although few, people living in the home country still face poverty
and live in poor conditions. The Chinese government had suppressed their peoples’ freedom of
speech with internet repression in the past, and they unjustly persecuted and imprison people by
simply using the internet to criticize their government by calling for democracy or exposing
abuse of human rights. Luckily, many improvements have been made and these have conditions
encouraged many Chinese immigrants to move to the United States in order to find more
opportunities for their life.

After hearing about the “Gold Mountain” in California from merchants and sailors, many
opportunity-seeking Asians left China to begin a new life in California. They came as laborers to
work in the railroad and mining industries. Laborers who had accustomed to living in poor
conditions in China were willing to sign up for prepaid long-term labor contracts in the U.S.,
though many gave the money they earned to their
family leaving no money for themselves
whatsoever.

Nowadays, Asians are considered
intelligent, studious, and accomplished beings,
rather than unworthy people useful solely for
labor.

The Chinese were victims of harsh racial
discrimination and xenophobia. They were
opposed by white Americans so harshly that
even the U.S. Congress passed a Chinese
Exclusion Act, forbidding Chinese to immigrate
for ten years and denied citizenship to even those
who had already settled in the country. Some
states even enforced discriminatory laws, which
made life even harder for the immigrants by
making it extremely difficult to find land or work.
A majority of the anti-Asian-American laws
were not fully overturned until the dawn of the
modern American civil rights movement.

Today, discrimination against Chinese
has greatly lessened and Asian-Americans make
up more than one-fifth of the United States
population, adding a distinct oriental taste to the
melting pot.
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Hearts of America
By Karen Tsai

In my everyday high school life at Westlake, I go to school, complete classwork, and
finish homework. However, this usually tedious and repetitive cycle of teenage life can change
with every friend I see at school. Meeting new people, making friends, and hanging out with
unique and amusing individuals are encounters wonderful enough to brighten each new day.

Every morning, my first period at
school is Acadeca, or Academic Decathlon.
This class happens to have a great variety of
people. Acadeca is always a lot of fun and it
consists of sophomores, juniors, seniors,
sundry GPAs, outgoing personalities,
immature actions, plenty of randomness, and
lots of studying. Following a common
stereotype, the majority our classmates are
studious Asians, who occupy half the room
and dazzle everyone with their wisdom.

After managing to stay awake through a dull math class, I go to chamber orchestra. Our
orchestra also has an odd variety of people, with an all guy cello and bass section and mostly
female Asians in the violin and viola sections. Many in this orchestra class love music and are in
other music groups such as band, choir, and outside symphony orchestras. However, despite the
differences in age, backgrounds, and personalities, orchestra brings us together to create music
and many laughs everyday.

In French class, our slightly peculiar French teacher greets us every morning with
“Bonjour, tout le monde. Comment ¢a va?” After replying “Ca va bien, et vous?”, we continue
on with our journey to learn the French language and culture. This classroom is where we
students have the opportunity to gather knowledge about a foreign country and foreign people.
Each interesting day in French class ends with the customary “Au revoir, Madame”, after which
I wander back out into a world of conversion factors and stoichiometry. As soon as the lunch bell
rings, the chairs are put up and everyone hurries to leave Chemistry.

Going to a different club every day of the week enables me to participate in many
activities and spend time with different people. I can spend my lunchtime studying for a test,
listening to debates, chatting with friends, contributing to charities, or playing chess.

My three favorite classes this year are my electives, Acadeca, Chamber Orchestra, and
French, and they all have a diverse combination of individuals. These classes are comprised of
different kinds of people, all with unique characters, brought together by a common interest.
Whether it is academics, music, or foreign language, my classmates of different backgrounds,
ages, and demeanors can come together at school to learn and make friends. Common interests
connect us to one another, like the varied collection of people who have come together from
countries around the world with a similar vision of America to create a country with diversity
unlike any other place.

AL OQQ ®
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The Middle Road
By Phillip Shao

The “middle road” is neither grand
Nor nobler, nor more temperate.
The inexpensive trail at hand

Is trodden black and desperate

With broken men and sullied dreams.

So finding me upon this way,
Which rotten and neglected seems,
I push along, but look away

And see a path beneath the trees
That springs alive like nature’s soul
And wanders freely as the breeze.

But well, I will not pay the toll.
The yonder sylvan path, I know,

Is far more scenic and more glad
To give its wanderers a go

With countless wonders to be had.
I’d walk a night or two sublime,
And see true beauty all around.

But as with all there’d come a time,
To reach its end and turn around

And walk back to its verdant start
With not a step advanced or lost
I’d give a sigh, and then depart
While cursing on my wasted cost.

Nay.

I’11 look about that distant touring green

As though, by now, I’d walked it over thrice.
I shall not mope upon the sights unseen,

And know instead that “middle roads”
suffice.

We are Beautiful
By Vivian Shih

As a former student at Thousand Oaks Chinese School, I have met many who share with
me the thrills of experiencing life as the first generation of their families to grow up in an
American society. I hopped through my early years of elementary school considered the epitome
of an Asian daughter, sharing my family’s culture through report assignments and dressing up on
Chinese New Year to pass out fortune cookies to my classmates. As I grew older and began to
make my own friends, my Asian genes became a confusing aspect of my personality and my
own Asian identity was unknown to me, lost within the American society surrounding me.

SO WHERE DO I STAND?

Are we looked upon solely as representations of Asia, as another replica, not as our own
person? Do we stand as white-washed Asian-Americans living our days in the United States

constantly circling trails in our minds?

It is an obstacle to comprehend all that society expects from us. We must master the
English language thoroughly, yet still excel at writing and speaking Chinese, the language within

our blood, perfectly.
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How can somebody be two people at once!

You are only one person. I am only one person.

In my own personal observations, I have realized two paths a typical America Born Asian
will take. Some students may care solely about the education and not the races of the people
surrounding them, but as students begin looking for suitable colleges for their career preparation,
race diversity becomes a factor many are starting to consider. Depending on the preferable
comfort zone, Asian scholars will either choose a school with Asians occupying the majority of
the student body or a school with few Asian students occupying the campus. At Westlake High
School, oriental students stereotypically tend to socialize with each other—and only within each
other (and lunch time cliques and groups support the stereotypical generalization). It is in our
nature to feel comfortable around people who share the same ethnic background.

On the other hand, some America Born Asians have felt out of place among fellow
Asians. During my childhood, I got along with my extended family members but only managed
to make a couple of Asian friends. I didn’t know who I was in either of the communities. If [ am
Asian, why do I feel awkward around my peers? Why don’t they talk to me? If they are not
Asian, how do I help them comprehend certain “unusual” hablts I possess"

I have finally grown to accept o
both sides of my character, Asian and
American. My friends consist of both
Asian and of people of other and I can
confide in either with my trust. I have
two best friends: Brooke, whose
family originates from numerous
European countries, and Tiffany,
whose family is from Taiwan. With
my American friends, I share with
them the beauty of my heritage and
with my Chinese friends, I can easily
share stories and have them understand
my feelings entirely.

The amalgam of Asian and American personalities is a trait many of us take for granted.
Do not drown in your pride, but do not abandon your heritage either. It is beautiful. Share your
beauty with the world.

Being-Asian Being Chinese

By Derek Wang

Being Chinese and being Asian are distinctly different. A square is always a rectangle,
but a rectangle isn’t always a square. Schools, society, and our peers label us simply as Asian,
just one big group of people who have black hair, somewhat dark skin, and small eyes. But we’re
not just Asian, we are Chinese and Taiwanese, and the only way they’ll ever know is if we tell
them. We aren’t Japanese, Korean, Vietnamese, or even Indian or Russian. Asia is too big of a
continent, which is why the word Asian is too vague to describe us. People should be able to
recognize the differences between Chinese people and Korean people, but that will never happen
if we allow people to just call us Asian.
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Most people can’t even tell who belongs to what race. Try it yourself at
www.alllooksame.com, where you can take a quiz consisting of pictures of various people and
you have to guess who belongs to what race. It’s quite harder than you think, so don’t be angry
the next time one of your friends doesn’t know that you’re Chinese. Instead, you should tell him
straight off you’re Chinese instead of letting him assume you’re just Asian.

Be proud of being Chinese. Obviously, we can be proud of our Asian brothers and sisters
as well, but remember our culture is different from theirs. Don’t let them assume we’re all the
same and we should not let ourselves assume we’re all the same. It may be more convenient to
say you’re Asian, but that’s like a Frenchman saying he’s European. I will bet you a baguette
he’ll say he’s French and not European. So, next time you get back an A on a test, and all your
friends say it’s because you’re Asian, tell them, “No! It’s because I’'m Chinese.”

yik:d

By Yuyi
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The “Youth Workshop” is a special section dedicated to youth only. This section is
contributed and edited by young writers, and reflects our younger generation’s
understanding of Chinese culture and history. Those who are interested in contributing
to this section by writing up in Chinese and English or by participating in editing are
encouraged to apply to Ms. Yingying Wu, our editor and coach in charge of the
“Youth Workshop”. Phone: 818-889-8998, Email: busybusy168@sbcgloabal.com.
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Conejo Chinese Cultural Association (CCCA) Journal is a semi-annual publication
distributed to Chinese Families in the Conejo Valley, San Fernando Valley, and
other cities in Southern California. The CCCA Journal is a free publication,
supported entirely by advertising. The ads can also be put on the CCCA web site
without extra charge.

HR @ K N B4
Size Price A
1/8 & (1/8 page) $50 A
1/4 & (1/4 page) $70 BorC B
1/2 & (1/2 page) $120 C+D
4 & (whole page) $240
3 @42 & (Inside of front cover) $390 C D
3 & 42 B (Inside of back cover) $330
# J& (Back Cover) $520

TRHZAFEZHID A IEABEAERIFTEL - AR B &
oo FHEEMATH s wRERITF  FAUHELRRA B HEITHE LR
o FUAPXREGHY c NEB TR EABERIEZERER - FET
PR A BB o B
Please support your community-oriented journal publication. If you are
Interested, please send camera-ready ads to

CCCA, P.O. Box 6775 Thousand Oaks, CA 91362
or contact as follow:

& Yun Lan 818-597-0788 yunlan@sbcglobal.net
#E%E Jenny Wang 805-492-8388  jenny.lin.wang@gmail.com
MHIEIHE  Ying Ying Lin  818-889-8998  busybusy168@sbcglobal.net
fk424f Jenny Lin 818-874-0914 homerlin@sbcglobal.net
#4848 Carrie Lam 805-446-2175 angkwankwan@yahoo.com
BE&HRR © ZIA#  Yuehling Liou 818-879-0826 yuehling.chiu@gmail.com

% £ %8 Christina Ning 805-222-8386 chrismning@hotmail.com
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CCCA is a non-profit organization. Website: www.ccca-tocs.org
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