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May 1st was the big day: the deadline to decide the next four years of my life. It was not until I had completed my first few weeks at the University of Pennsylvania that I was sure I had made the right choice. In August, I moved into the Medical Challenge suite (one of many themed housing options), where my suitemates and I quickly bonded. The experience so far has been unforgettable. Academics, as always, must come first though. The typical schedule for a student in the College of Arts and Sciences is four classes, but mine includes five classes because of my involvement in the Vagelos Scholar Program in Molecular Life Sciences. The program requires its participants to major in Chemistry or Biochemistry and either choose a second science major or receive a master’s degree in Chemistry or Physics. With a five-class course load every semester, it will still take only four years to graduate. Invitations to the program are extended to applicants who indicate a major of Chemistry or Biochemistry and, among other factors, who have received high scores on standardized tests, especially the SAT II in Physics or Chemistry. Participation can only occur by invitation in freshman year and students may not join in subsequent year. The Vagelos program requires at least two summers of research on campus, as well a yearlong freshman seminar. It is a fledgling program that has only graduated a few classes of approximately twenty people each, but the results so far have been phenomenal.

Penn also offers seven dual-degree programs, which allows students to graduate with two degrees from two different schools. Among them is the prestigious Management and Technology (M&T) Program in which students graduate with a degree from Wharton and a degree from the School of Engineering. Unlike the Vagelos Program, students may apply to M&T both before and during their freshman year, but admission is limited to only fifty students a year. The Huntsman Program allows participants to receive a degree in International Studies from the College of Arts and Sciences and a degree in Economics from Wharton. Various concentrations in business include finance, accounting, real estate, actuarial sciences, insurance, operational management and information management, etc. Target countries may include Spain, France, China, Taiwan, Japan, Egypt, and many more. The Huntsman Program in International Studies and Business includes one semester of study abroad in the target country of choice. It is a four-year program centered on global awareness and a business education. Any combination between two of the four undergraduate schools (Arts & Sciences, Wharton, Nursing, Engineering & Applied Sciences) can be found within one of these dual-degree programs.


But beyond all of the academics, Penn is in a bustling city that is uniquely different from the quiet suburbs of Conejo Valley. Philadelphia is full of life at all times of the day, and there is always something to do both on campus and off campus. Everything you could want is only a short taxi drive or subway ride away. The city is filled with historical remembrances, there are museums on every corner (including the one where well-known scene from Rocky was filmed), and of course, don’t forget about the famous Philly cheesecakes. But whether there is an Eagles game, a concert, or a show, there is never a dull moment in the City of Brotherly Love.
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